BIBLE
STUDY GUIDE

ABOUT THE
BIBLE STUDY GUIDE

ABOUT THE FILM
In The Heart of the Community, the arrival of the railroad
brings growing pains for Hope Valley, and Elizabeth
finds she doesn’t have enough school supplies for all of
her students. Rosemary helps her settle on the idea of a
carnival to raise funds. But also “helping” is Ray Wyatt, the
railroad representative, who launches a campaign to replace
Elizabeth as Hope Valley’s schoolteacher! Meanwhile,
Abigail tries to find a balance between good business and
what’s good for the town, and Frank, Bill and Jack find
their hands full after the Tate brothers break out of jail …
and begin their own campaign to rob the bank!
From celebrated author Janette Oke (The Love Comes
Softly series) comes a rigorous and romantic adventure
as epic as the wide frontier. Erin Krakow (Army Wives),
Daniel Lissing (Eye Candy), Jack Wagner (Melrose Place)
and Lori Loughlin (Full House, 90210) star in The Heart
of the Community, a beautiful story that explores the many
facets of honesty and truth in the context of “many of the
values we all hold precious such as love, family, friendship,
community, faith and caring about one another.”
EDIFY FILMS INC.
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The Heart of the Community provides audiences an
opportunity to consider the role relationships play in a
community and the importance of the Golden Rule. After
viewing the film, this guide can help generate discussions,
and assist with seeing how “Love your neighbor as
yourself ” is key for all people who form the character of a
community.
The lessons are supplemented with movie clips that you will
find in the bonus section of the When Calls the Heart- The
Heart of the Community DVD. These clips were specifically
selected to help you set the tone and furnish the context
for your discussion. There are also suggested passages from
Scripture, tied to scenes from The Heart of the Community.
These passages are accompanied by discussion questions for
use in discussion groups.

DISCUSSION
Introduce the discussion of The Heart of the Community by
saying something such as, “We’re going to talk about several
topics that relate to principles in the film that can make a
difference in how we approach life from the perspective of
our faith.” Next, give a brief overview of the film and then
play the clip you have selected. The clips will be found in
the Bonus - Bible Study Guide section of the DVD.
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Once the film clip finishes playing, open the door for
discussion using the questions and scriptures provided
in the guide written under each theme—or use some of
your own. (Noted personal questions are for introspection
rather than group conversation.) A summary of the topic in
“Heart of the Matter” is at the end of each theme. To finish,
close each session by providing time for people to write
what they feel is their personal “My Lesson to Learn” in the
space provided at the end of each topic section.

NOTE:
It is not necessary to undertake all of the topics in one
session. You can cover a few of the topics or all of them in
your Bible study. It’s up to you. The guide works best if
everyone has seen The Heart of the Community, and
the clips work as a fresh reminder to show prior to the
discussion. In the event some in your group have not seen
the film, you can provide them with the context of the clip
before watching it. This information can be found in the
italicized text that precedes the questions.

GOLDEN RULE:

Between Friends
PLAY - A SOLUTION
(In the Bible Study section of your Heart of the Community DVD)

In clip 1, the number of students in Elizabeth Thatcher’s
classroom has increased because of new families working for the
National Pacific Railroad. Resources, such as books and school
supplies, are extremely inadequate.
1. As a friend, Rosemary Coulter has listened to Elizabeth
Thatcher’s concerns. A) Describe how Rosemary’s
reaction illustrates loving her “neighbor” as herself.
B) Even though Rosemary’s initial fundraising ideas
have been rejected, explain how she exemplifies true
friendship. C) List what Rosemary will sacrifice to help
solve Elizabeth’s problem, and then discuss whether you
would have been “all in” or had reservations.

“… Love your neighbor as yourself.” Matthew 22:39

2. Finding Truth: A) Read Matthew 22:37-39. Discuss
why we are asked to love God with all our heart and
mind, and then talk about how loving God is related
to loving people. Next, read Proverbs 17:17, Proverbs
18:24 and find elements of the Golden Rule as it relates
to friendship in general. B) Read John 15:12-13 and
then discuss what it means to “lay down his life for his
friends.” Now, find a story of friendship and love in
Ruth 1:15-18, 2:2-7, 11-12, 17-18.
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The heart of the community is . . .
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Describe Ruth’s actions that speak to her loyalty and
also her commitment to “laying her life down” for
Naomi. C) Personal: Which do you find yourself
saying more often when a friend is in need, “I’ll
be there” or “Let me know if you need anything?”
Consider what the difference is between these two
statements. Write your answers and what loving your
“neighbor” means to you in My Lesson to Learn.

EDIFY FILMS INC.
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PLAY - UNDERSTANDING

(In the Bible Study section of your Heart of the Community DVD)

In clip 2, Abigail Stanton and Elizabeth Thatcher have a
moment for “girlfriend talk” about their personal stressors – the
schoolteacher with her worries and the interim mayor with her
concerns.
1. Elizabeth Thatcher and Abigail Stanton have a deep
friendship spanning years in Hope Valley. A) Look at
their conversation in totality and explain where the
mood begins to shift, and why. B) If Elizabeth were
practicing the “Love your neighbor as yourself ” biblical
commandment, would she have criticized Abigail’s
decisions when the mayor had not asked her for advice?
Also, consider whether Elizabeth had all the facts.
Discuss. C) Personal or Share: Think of a time when
a friend (there are many levels of friendship) “secondguessed” your actions, even though you hadn’t asked for
their opinion. How did it make you feel when you were
already doing your best?
2. Finding Truth: A) Read about the friendship between
Moses and God in Exodus 33:11-23. Discuss what
you see in this friendship that reflects God’s empathy
for Moses and the job he has been asked to do – lead
the Israelites to the Promised Land. B) Imagine for a
moment if Moses had “second-guessed” the omniscient
God in this situation, both in conversation and the
experience that followed. Talk about the consequences.
C) Personal or Share: Read Jeremiah 29:11 and then ask
yourself if you “second-guess” God when your life has
hurdles or delays not in harmony with your plan. Write
your thoughts in My Lesson to Learn.
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HEART OF THE MATTER:
Relationships are part of the bedrock of Hope Valley,
the townsfolk dependent on friendships that practice
the Golden Rule. Often, “loving your neighbor” means
setting aside personal needs to aid a friend, whether with a
proposed solution or the offer of hands-on support. It also
means hearing their cry and understanding their hardship,
empathizing rather than criticizing. When need calls out for
help or support, a true friend answers by listening, loving
and taking action. It is called the Golden Rule.
LESSON TO LEARN :

EDIFY FILMS INC.
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GOLDEN RULE:

In the Neighborhood
PLAY - RISK

(In the Bible Study section of your Heart of the Community DVD)

In clip 1, the National Pacific Railroad employee payroll
will be arriving in Hope Valley by stagecoach. Fortunately,
Constable Jack Thornton learns of an impending robbery, he
alerts former lawman Bill Avery to strategize and also includes
Pastor Frank Hogan who knew the Tate brothers in prison.
1. Three men – Jack Thornton, Bill Avery and Frank
Hogan – take on a dangerous task, but for only one
is it their job. A) Analyze why Bill and Frank feel a
commitment to help Constable Thornton and then
discuss what the consequences might have been if the
two had chosen to not get involved. B) Ray Wyatt offers
a monetary reward to Pastor Frank for his “good deed”.
Debate why the pastor would decline this generous
gesture. C) Personal or Share: If you can, think of a
time you have “risked” something for someone in your
community – family, friends, neighbors – and then tell
how it made a difference.

EDIFY FILMS INC.
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2. Finding Truth: A) Find the definition of your “neighbor”
in Luke 10:25-37. Discuss the risks involved in stopping
to help the hurt man. Next, if you have ever helped a
stranger in distress, describe your initial concerns and
the outcome. B) Read John 18:1-11 and then explain
how Peter was acting out of love for Jesus – in a sense
practicing the Golden Rule – to the point of great risk.
Next, discuss how Christ was protecting Peter and the
other disciples – His community – in this scenario.
C) Personal or Share: If you had been Peter in the
olive grove with your friend Jesus, or if you had been
traveling the road to Jericho and saw the wounded man,
what would you have done? Write your answers and
a definition of who is your “neighbor” in My Lesson to
Learn.
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PLAY - INTERVENTION

(In the Bible Study section of your Heart of the Community DVD)

In clip 2, Miss Thatcher has a new student in her classroom
whose dad, Shane, works for the sawmill. It soon comes to
Elizabeth’s attention that little Philip has lost his mom and
seems to have a less than loving dad.
1. In the small community of Hope Valley, little escapes
notice. A) Discuss what raises Elizabeth’s concern after
walking Philip home from school. B) On her second
encounter with Philip’s dad, describe the scene and
debate whether Elizabeth overstepped or was right to
speak her mind. C) Think about “loving your neighbor
as yourself ” and what it would take for you to intervene
in a situation regarding a child. Talk about various
circumstances where it may be needed. D) Personal
or Share: If it is comfortable, share a personal example
where you or someone else took action.

HEART OF THE MATTER:
Protecting Hope Valley – its citizens and assets – comes
with risk. Harm, in the form of thievery, lurks at the door
of the town’s economy and emotional harm sits at the edge
of a little boy’s heart. Both steal – the one money, the other
a childhood. The question is, who will intervene?
At some point, self has to take a backseat to courage and
put the welfare of others front and center. Whether for a
child or a friend, having compassion means stepping up –
or speaking up – to help another steer clear of injury, either
physical or psychological. It is being a good neighbor …
and it is practicing the Golden Rule.
LESSON TO LEARN :

2. Finding Truth: A) Nineveh was the capital of the
Assyrian empire. Read Jonah 1:1-17 for an example of
a man asked more than once to “step up” and speak a
warning from God, but who was fearful. Have you ever
“run away” when you’ve felt God was asking you to do
something? B) Read Jonah 2:10 – 3:10 and then discuss
how Jonah’s obedience and intervention brought results.
Can you see a parallel with Elizabeth and Shane’s story?
C) Personal or Share: What comfort would you find in
James 1:5-8 if you were undecided about a course of
action? Write your response in My Lesson to Learn.
EDIFY FILMS INC.
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Interim Mayor Abigail Stanton believes there is “give and
take” in any agreement that can benefit both parties. However,
former mayor Henry Gowen, working behind-the-scenes with
the railroad, finds the criminal charges against him dropped,
allowing him to step back into his former role.
1. Abigail Stanton’s proposal for the land sale and city tax
requires compromise. A) In light of the Golden Rule
(Matthew 22:39), discuss who are the “neighbors”, how
and if they are “loved” with this compromise, and how
all parties will be affected. B) Former Mayor Henry
Gowen usurps Abigail’s position to make a tax-free deal
with the railroad’s Ray Wyatt. Give your opinion on
how this decision and shift in leadership may affect the
direction and neighborliness of Hope Valley.

GOLDEN RULE:

Inside Commerce
PLAY - FAIRNESS

(In the Bible Study section of your Heart of the Community DVD)

In clip 1, the National Pacific Railroad wants a number of
benefits from Hope Valley with no added cost for the company.
EDIFY FILMS INC.
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2. Finding Truth: A) Read Titus 1:6-8 and then list the
qualities of a good leader and discuss why they are
important in the business environment. B) Mark
12:38-40 and Luke 16:10-15 speak to the Pharisees
and Sadducees corrupt leadership, their handling of
money, their mistreatment of others. Describe how these
religious persons lacked integrity. Now, discuss some
ways people of faith can show love to others through
a leadership role in their church, in the community,
or worldwide. C) Personal or Share: Read Psalm 37:19 and then ask how these verses make you feel in the
case of Wyatt and Gowen, or when you see someone
enjoying success achieved by harming others. Journal
your thoughts in My Lesson to Learn.
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PLAY - TIME OFF

(In the Bible Study section of your Heart of the Community DVD)

In clip 2, the National Pacific Railroad has contracted with
Lee Coulter’s sawmill to provide materials for the track moving
west. This has required more manpower and extensive hours of
labor.
1. Lee Coulter is between a “rock and a hard place” because
of deadlines. A) Consider and discuss the following
questions: What do you see as Lee’s motivation for
meeting his obligation to the railroad, besides just
supplying the materials? How would this CEO’s failure
to uphold his end of the deal have a “snowball” effect on
the community? Could Lee be criticized for not loving
his neighbors (before the deadline change) – or is he?
B) Talk about Ray Wyatt’s statement, “I have a business
to run. How the men spend their time is not really my
concern.” How does this reveal his mindset or heart
toward the people who work for him? Next, contrast his
feelings with Lee’s. C) Think about the real reason Ray
is motivated to change the railroad deadline and then
discuss whether you would take this kindness and his
words, “always happy to support the community”, at
face value.

EDIFY FILMS INC.
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2. Finding Truth: A) Read Genesis 2:2,15 and discuss
how your work is anchored in God’s very character, for
example your industriousness or creativity. Now, ask
yourself why God set the standard for rest and then
describe what occurs when there is not enough. B) Read
Mark 6:30-46, an illustration of Jesus and his disciples
needing rest. Talk about the difference between the way
Jesus felt about the crowd and the way the disciples
viewed them. How could this be compared to Ray
Wyatt and Lee Coulter? C) Personal or Share: Think
of a time when you have felt “stressed out” in a work
situation or volunteer endeavor. How would Philippians
4:6-7 have encouraged you? How would it be applicable
to Abigail with all she has dealt with as mayor and
entrepreneur? Write your answers in My Lesson to Learn.
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HEART OF THE MATTER:
Commerce in Hope Valley is critical to the prosperity of
its citizens. As new enterprise enters the community there
must be balance between accommodations and giving away
the “company store”, always seeking fairness, sometimes
through compromise. This same philosophy is integral
within the workplace, meeting business expectations and
yet considering the welfare of its employees. Whoever is at
the helm of a corporation or a community can either lead
with an eye to success and guidance from the Golden Rule
… or not.
LESSON TO LEARN :

EDIFY FILMS INC.
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GOLDEN RULE:

For Love
PLAY - COMMUNICATION

(In the Bible Study section of your Heart of the Community DVD)

In clip 1, Frank Hogan has returned to town after helping
Constable Jack Thornton and Bill Avery thwart an attempted
stagecoach robbery. Even though Frank and Abigail Thornton
are dating, he failed to tell her of his plans to protect the
payroll.
1. Abigail Thornton and Elizabeth Thatcher are on the
street corner when they overhear the news about Frank
Hogan. A) Discuss what makes the revelation even
more painful for Abigail after Jack approaches Elizabeth.
B) Thinking about Abigail’s past tragic experiences,
describe what may have triggered her anger toward
Frank. C) Dissect their initial conversation to identify
the following: accusations, denial, sarcasm, and selfdefense, to name a few. Explain why their second
communication, at the lake, unfolded differently.
2. Finding Truth: A) Read Proverbs 18:21 and then explain
what “life” and “death” mean. Next, discuss how this
verse pertains to Frank and Abigail. To you? B) Read
Proverbs 14:17, 15:1, Ephesians 4:26-27, 31-32 and
then describe the attitude God wants us to have. C)
Personal: Think of the last time you had a quarrel with
a loved one and how the above verses may have helped
you. Record your answers in My Lesson to Learn.
EDIFY FILMS INC.
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PLAY - MY MIRROR

(In the Bible Study section of your Heart of the Community DVD)

In Clip 2, Miss Thatcher’s class has been given an assignment
to complete their family tree. It is because of this classroom
project that she discovers troubling information about her
newest student, Philip Cantrell, and his relationship with his
father, Shane.
1. Philip Cantrell’s mother died as a result of his birth. A)
Discuss what may be at the heart of Shane Cantrell’s
refusal to tell Philip anything about his late mother, or
let him talk about her. B) Explain why Philip believes
his mother’s death is his fault and concludes “… my
daddy doesn’t love me.” Next, debate whether Elizabeth’s
loving ways can change this child’s perception. C)
Personal or Share: Consider how adults are often the
only “mirror” a child has when they are young. When
you were little, what did your parents “mirror” to you?
Write your memories in My Lesson to Learn.
2. Finding Truth: A) Read Mark 10:13-16 and discuss
Jesus’ actions and what it demonstrates for parents and
all adults. Next, what do these scriptures tell us about
the importance of a childlike heart in relationship
to Him? B) Based on the following verses, create a
comprehensive plan for parenting children: Ephesians
6:1-4, Colossians 3:20-21, Deuteronomy 5:7-21, 6:59, Proverbs 22:6. C) If you could advise your “younger
self ” about parenting or advise Philip’s father, what
would you say? Write your advice in My Lesson to Learn.
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HEART OF THE MATTER:
Love brings families and friends together in Hope Valley,
but misunderstandings or misperceptions can test that love.
When anger over a situation, or bitterness from grief enters
a relationship, hearts can be wounded and resentment
enters in. Only through truthful words, forgiveness and
mirroring God’s love can healing begin. This approach is
truly loving another as oneself.
LESSON TO LEARN :

EDIFY FILMS INC.
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WE SINCERELY HOPE
THIS BIBLE STUDY GUIDE
IS A BLESSING TO
YOU AND YOUR FAMILY.

We welcome your input:
PLEASE EMAIL US AT:

biblestudy@edifyfilms.com

